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that which was the chief Purpoſe of his long 


Duties of this State; in order to render you 
meet for another World, and aſſiſt you in 
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live for ever? It is ſome Relief from ſuch me- , 


Coros 8. 1 12. 


„ ger to bi 8 of a 2 
ritance * the Saints in Light... 50 


E. are now aſſembled to improve the 
Death of your late worthy Paſtor, 
3 8 the Reverend Mr. Madock. 75 1 
as theſe Diſcourſes are only intended for the - 
Advantage of the Living, I cannot anſwer - 
that View better, than in reminding you of 


Services, and is the great End of all our Mini- 
ſtrations, dz. to give you a juſt Idea of the 


your Preparations for it. 

This is what the many Breaches that have 
been made in this little Society, ſince I firſt 
knew it, naturally ſollicit from me: Vour 
Fathers, where are they? the Prophets, do they 


lancholy Reflections, that we can carry our 
Views beyond the Graves, wherein you have 
depoſited the Remains of your Friends. 
Thanks to the Chriſtian Faith and Hope, we 
no Anger. look upon them as a loſt Genera- 
A 2 tion, 
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4 Preparation fon Death, 


tion, but can attend them in our Thoughts 


Ny hf many Mankhons fitting up for good 


en hereafter ; all that is exe from us, 


is, that we ſhould be Followers of them that 
thro' Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, 
that we make all honeſt haſte in our Prepara- 

tion to join them, and. theſe Providences give 
us the moſt ſenſible Admonitians to.be always 


ready. 


We have but a ſhort and precarious Tenure 
of Life here, upon which Account it cannot 


be a Matter of great Importance what our 


| Circumſtances in it are; it will be ſoon over 
with us, as it is with them: But if there is 
another World and State to ſucceed this, of 


an eternal Duration, it muſt be an Affair of 


the higheſt Conſequence to ſecure an A 


Exiſtence in it. 


nde Probability of ſuch a Thing was the 


Entertainment of the beſt and wiſeſt Men 


among the Heathens, who have talked in 
Raptures about it, but it is only the Goſpel . 


of Chriſt that has brought Life and Immorta- 


lity into a clear and ſtror ong Light, and given 


us the ſure and certain Hove of the future 


| Inheritance : And perhaps the Conſideration 
of this alone is ſufficient, or at leaſt the moſt. 
rational Way, to make us ſenſible of the Qua- 
lifications neceffary to attain it, and form as 
for the Enjoyment of it: I know there have 
been ſeveral Theories about the Method of 


Salvation, and the Terms of our * | 
with 


to the Purpo ; 
_ the great Promiſe e of the Goſpel, and that | 16 i I 


| and Fimefs * Bil * 5 
with God: But the Point I ſhall place in 


View, will greatly eaſe us in theſe Enqui- 
1 and 1 ſhall appeal to this Aſſembly, if 
it doth not in the moſt ſtriking Manner ap- 


prize us of the Virtues and Duties, that have 


_ a natural Connexion with the future Happi- 
mee and will render us meet for it. 


I am ſenſible the Words T inſiſt on may 
have another Conſtruction - put on them, if 


we conceive the Apoſtle immediately giving 
Thanks to God here, that he had brought 


them out of the thick Shades of every former 
Difpenfation, eſpecially from that ſad Gloom 
that overcaſt and benighted the Heathen 
World, into the Evangelic Light, or (as it 


is more plainly expreſſed in the following 


Verſe) that he had delivered them from the 


Powers of Darkneſs which had oppreſſed 


Mankind before. It was their Lot to be caſt | 
in thoſe Times, when the Day-ſpring from | 
on high dawned in all its Glory; and they 
were Heirs of all this Grace; were Children 
of the Light, and of the Day : This you will 
obſerve perfectly ſuits the Context, 

But that more particular View (wherein I 
put the Words) ſo naturally anſwers the Sound | =_ 
of the Terms in our Tranſlation ; I ſhalt con- | 
fine my Diſcourſe to it: And it is not foreign | „ 
ſe of the former, or rather in- =_ 


cluded in it; as the future Happineſs is 


glorious Hope t to which we are called by it. 
Mm: 


2 
1 
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It is repreſented here under the Notion of an 
Inheritance, which 1s a proper Idea of it, as 
the Portion of good Men given them by their 
heavenly Father, in that Land of Promiſe, 
where there are many Manſions preparing, 
alluding either to the Apartments of the Tem- 
ple, or perhaps to the Partitions of the earthly 
Canaan, which was thus diſtributed of old 
amongſt the Jeus, (who were the Children 
of God under that Oeconomy) and in which 
they had their ſeveral Shares aſſigned. Thus 
in thoſe ſpacious Realms above, ſhall all the 
Bleſſed one Day be canton'd ; where the Lines 
will fall to them in a pleaſant Place, and they 
ſhall have a goodly Heritage. 
And in this Senſe the other Part of the De- 
{cription, that images it, as a Scene of Light, 
is a proper Character of Heaven: The Word 
that expreſſes this in the Greek, is taken from 
another in the Hebrew, X that fignifies Light. 
There the ſhining Luminaries above us are 
fixed : There the Father of them is ſaid to 
dwell, in Light inacceffible ; and in the Reve- 
lation, chap. xxii. 5, you obſerve the empy- 
rean Seat painted in all theſe bright Colours, 
far removed from the Shades and Horrors of 
this lower Region. There ſhall be no Night 
there, and they need no Candle, neither the 
Light of the Sun, for the Lord God giveth 
them Light. Upon the whole. You muſt be 
— e is a ar Propriety and Juſt- 
| nels 
'* OveayS, from „be 5 


and Fitneſs fir Heaven. 7 


neſs in the Diction, if we apply it, as I now 
do, and ſuppoſe what we call Heaven to be 
the Thing intended here. 

Too become meet for it, is all the Duty and 
Buſineſs of the preſent State ; and as that is 
to be the chief Subject of my Diſcourſe, 
there can lie no Exceptions againſt what I 
am to inculcate. For to make the Reaſoning 
juſt, there cannot enter into it, tha meer 
Terms of human Syſtems, or any Rites of 
their Invention: There will be no Specu- 
lations, Injunctions, or Services inſiſted on, 
that have not an immediate Relation to the 
End. No! on the other hand to make all 
the Deductions clear, they muſt commend 
themſelves to every Man's Con ſcience, as the 
natural Conſequence of the Idea, we have of 
Heaven. Tis certain this is the Subject of all 
our Wiſhes and Expectations : I doubt not, 
every Perſon in this Aſſembly, thinks of go- 
ing to Heaven at laſt; but the fatal Miſtake 


of the Way to it, is owing to the crude indi- 


geſted Conceptions Perſons form of it, only as 
a Place, not as a State; as a Scene of Eaſe and 


— Happineſs, without attending to the neceſſary 


Ingredients hereof : whereas if they were ſet 

_ Tight in this reſpeR, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
not apprehend, that all the Purity and Holi- 
_ neſs, imported in the former Conſtruction of 
the Words, (and to which we are now called 
| When we take in the whole Goſpel-Revelation) 
s neceſſary to the Happineſs promiſed here.— 
There 
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There haſt be a Heaven in the 3 now, to 


* it meet for one at laſt: it muſt be be- 
gun here, to be conſummated hereafter,——- 
This is what I have immediately on my Hands 
to demonſtrate: and in order to make it evi- 
dent, I beg leave to lay down eſs two Po- 8 


Gtions. 8 = 


1) That the Hain of all Beings 8 : 
be ſuited to their Capacities and Diſpoſitions 
for reliſhing it: this we obſerve jv thro 


the lower Orders of Creatures, among whom 
their ſeveral Inſtincts form them for the En- 


joyments to which they are adapted: they 


cannot any of them live out of their proper 


Element: and all receive Pleaſure. only in 


their own Way: the Gratifications of a Swine, 


would be the Nuſance of other Animals; and 
a Creature made like Man (7. e. a little World | 


in one) that hath ſuch a vaſt Variety of Powers 


and Paſſions, can be entertained. only by Ob- 


jects ſuited to the Inclinations that prevail, and 
Which fix the particular Temper and Cha- 


racter of the 3 Thoſe Who have in- 


dulged only to brutal, ſenſual Appetites, have 
no higher 3 and are not fitted to nobler 
t 


Genius, and have cultivated the moral Senſe, 
diſdain thoſe low Purſuits. They have greater 


Acquiſitions in View, are trained up for them 


and in nt meaſure meat to. qa” of - 
them ” To 


whereas ſuch as have a finer 
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them; all this is agreeable to Experience and 
4 Reaſon of Things. And, 


2.) J 1 remarle fanker, that as Men = 


leave this World, they enter upon another : 


the Soul goes out. of this State with all its Con- 
ſciouſneſs ; with the ſame Thoughts and In- 
clinations about it, that it had in it; other- 
wiſe it would not be a meer Tranſlation or 
Reſurrection, but a Sort of new Creation; 


another Being would be introduced, and the 


fame Perſonality no longer ſubſiſt: this is 
_ agreeable to the Sentiments of the politeſt 


Writers among the Heathens. Virgil, in ſome 


fine Verſes, repreſents all the favorite Paſſions 
of Men following them after they were laid 


in the Grave: which alſo accounts for the 


Reaſon of burying with them (thro'-both the 
Indies) what they valued moſt in Life: and 
there is no Impropriety in imaging the Soul in 


Death, like the Body under a Catalepſy or a 


| Catoche ; it ſtiffens in that very Poſture, 
wherein i it left the World ; as the Tree falls 

ſo it lies. Perhaps that curious Account we 
had lately in the Memoirs of the French Aca- 
demy, may aſſiſt you in conceiving it; in which 


we are told, that a Counſellor of Lauſanne, 
as he was giving Orders to do ſome menial 


Work, fell into a deep Lethargy, from which 


he awoke not till fix Months after, when the 
ſame Servant being preſent, he enquired about 


that —— Inſtruction, as if he had juſt 
B a given 
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given it, and there had been no Webern of 


Time; for his Senſes returned to the very. fame 
Point, as when he was ſeized. And it is in 


the ſame manner we may ſuppoſe Men awake 


int the other World, with all thoſe Habits 


about them, they laid down i in this. 


If we e lay tbeſe two bote together, we 


ſhall be ſenſible that nothing farther is ne- 


ceſſary to make us what we ſhould be, than 
to conſider What we ſhall, or (at leaſt) hope 
to be: fay but what Heaven is, and we can- 


not but apprehend what Earth ought to be, 


to make the Inhabitants of it meet for the 


other: and that we may make the Enquiry 
with more Solemnity, let us for one Mo- 
ment anticipate the Sentiments of a Death- 


bed, put ourſelves on the utmoſt Verge of 


Life, on the very Confines of another State, 
that we may have a more lively and imme- 
diate View of it, and confider the Diſpoſition 
that will then be made of departing Spirits, 
according to their prevailing Temper, and the 


moral Habits in which they are dreſſed: I do 
not doubt in this Situation we ſhall eaſily diſ- 


cern the Poſture we muſt all with to be found 
in then ; and wherein we ſhould conſtantly 


keep ourſelves now, as we know not when 


the laſt concluding Day will dawn, or whe- 
ther this Night our Souls _—_ not be required 
from us. ice! 


\ 


by 


and Fitneſs for Heaven. = 
In this ſerious Frame therefore I ſhall lead 
you to a Review of that Notion given us of 


the future Bliſs in our ARTE e . And 


5 8 5 25 


I.) God himſelf is meſes as the Hoot 
of this Inheritance; good Men are ſaid to be 


for ever with the Lord; they ſhall fee him 


and be like him; ſhall- know as they are 
known. In Conſequence of which, it muſt 
be a State of the greateſt intellectual Improve- L 


ment, and of the higheſt moral Senſe of Vir- 


tue and Holineſs ; Alete there will be the 


moſt abſolute Conformity to the Divine Na- 


ture, an exact and regular Obedience to his 
Will, and an entire Reſignation to this: for 
all which a Mind cannot be fitted, that has 


been wholly eſtranged from God in this 


World; that has R without him in it, and 


only ſerved diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures: Alas! 
to think of going to that glorious Being, a 


pure and holy God, from whom we have 
been entirely alienated in the Temper of our 
Minds, and the Courſe of our Lives; whoſe | 
Laws we have violated ; whom we have never 
loved nor ſerved, can be no Source of Pleaſure : 
to a Conſcience ſtung with Guilt, and a Soul © © 
habituated to Vice. On the other hand, it 


muſt rather carry ſomething greatly ſhocking 
in it, to apprehend how little ſuch are diſ- 


poſed for the Services and Employments of the 
tuture State, and the Fruition of God there: 


B 2 — 


8 83 for Death, 


For how ſhall a Tongue, on which his Name 
has only dwelt in Oaths and Curſes, be in 
Tune for the Hallelujahs there ; 'tis what 
their own prophane Language ſufficiently 
confeſſes; wherein they expreſly aſſign them- 
ſelves another Place, in calling upon him to 
damn them: fo the Bad and Vicious are de- 
| ſcribed in the Revelation, ch. vi. 16. Beſeech- 
ing the Rocksand Mountains to fall on them, 
and hide them from his Face: 5. e. from that 
Preſence, in which there is Fulneſs of Joy to 
good and holy Men: but then, in order to 
give up our Souls at laſt in full Expectations 3 
of this, the Acquaintance with him muſt be- 
gin here, and we muſt now be at Peace with 
him, chat all this Good may come unto us 
then ; a Man muſt exerciſe himſelf to Godli- 
neſs, muſt be accuſtomed to the Acts of Piety 
and Devotion; and as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, 
muſt be continually with him, in the preſent | 
State, to contract a proper Reliſh for the En- 
joyment of him hereafter: and is there any 
thing difficult in this, when it is in him that 
we live, move, and have our Being, and he is 
not far from every one of us, inſomuch that 
a Perſon muſt wink hard that keeps him out 
of Sight; for we are always ſurrounded by 
his Power, and ſupported by his Providence. 
Nay! as a Heathen expreſſed it, He is more 
intimate with us than we are with ee ; 
if we do but therefore cultivate theſe 
Hints ; obſerve. the APY of his Per- | 
| fections, 


and Fitneſs for Heaven. 13 
fections, thro” all his Works; and as the High- 
Prieſts of this lower Creation, faithfully ga- 


ther and preſent his Tribute of Praiſe from 2 
them: we begin the Employment of that 


World above, and ſhall at laſt be in a proper 
Temper r 

The good Man, that ſets the Lord always 
before him, that acknowledges him in all his 


Ways, that maintains a ſtated Intercourſe and 


regular Commerce with Heaven, conſtantly 
paying Homage to his Maker in ſecret and 
publick ; and has no greater Ambition than 
to have his Approbation: that is perfectly re- 
ſigned to the Divine Will (pleaſed to think 
his Intereſts are in ſuch kind Hands, at the 


Diſpoſal of one who knows what is beſt, and 


is too good not to do it) this Man like Emch, 
walks with God here, and is meet to be tranſ: 
lated to him heraaker: The Fruit is ripe in 


its Seaſon, and fit to be e into the ba- 


radiſe above. 


* With ga to this ſony Inhjeritancs 
we are repreſented in the New Teſtament, as 
Joint-Heirs with Chriſt. For we come not 
only to God the Judge of all, but to Jeſus, 
the Mediator of the New Covenant; and that 
Blood of ſprinkling which ſpeaks better Things 
than that of Abel, Heb. xii. 24. To be preſent 


therefore with this Lord, when we are abſent 


from the Body, muſt be the Hope and Wiſh 
of "wy * Chriſtian; * not having 


ſeen 


ax 
1 
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ſeen him, yet has loved him, and ſenſible EY 
the Obligations we are under to him, rejoices 
in the Expectation of that Bliſs, with Joy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. 
'Tis true as to the Heathen World, this 
could not enter into their Notion of Heaven; "I 
but the Good and Virtuous among them, hav- 
ing known the Father, and been inſtructed 
by his Wiſdom, the firſt Chriſtian Writers © 4-4 
did not heſitate to pronounce, they ſhould N 
be well received of the Son; for as they con- 
ceived him to be the 4% the Word or Rea- 
ſon, that enlightened every Man, all that 
ſtrictly followed this, they number'd among his 
Diſciples ; and 'tis certain they were not far 
from the Kingdom of Heaven. . 
Whereas thoſe to whom the glad Tidings 1 
now come, but thro low Prejudices or ſordid 
Paſſions, reject the Counſel of God againſt 
themſelves, 'tis plain they cannot have the 
Conſolation of this Religion in their laſt 
Hours, or commit their Spirits into his kind 
Hands; (who has the Adminiſtration of the | 
Kingdom of God among Men, and the Keys _. | - 
of Death and the unſeen World;) they vo- "x 
luntarily refuſe his Office to take out the Sting 
of this, and therefore cannot have the Tri- 
umph of the Chriſtian Revelation over it; 
but muſt grapple with all the Horrors of it 
themſelves, and at laſt take a Leap in the 
Dark, as ſome of them have expreſſed it; 
or rather (where there 1 is not all this Stupidity) 5 OW] 
with 


and Fitneſs 1 Heaven. i 5 


with ſome. ſecret Dread of the Wrath of the 


Lamb, and his awful Tribunal, to which they 
would not ſubmit here. 


And the Caſe of thoſe cannot be eh 
better who have only nominally confeſſed 


him before Men, and to whom he will ſay 
hereafter, I know-you not : For by reaſon they 
held the Truths of his Religion in Vnorigh- 
teouſneſs, they have no Advantage from it in 
. Life, and therefore cannot expect the Com- 
fort of it in Death. | Conſcious to their ill 
Behaviour, it muſt deſtroy all their Confidence 
in the. Saviows! When they come to reflect, 
how they have crucified him afreſh, wanton'd 
on his Grace, made him a Miniſter of Sin, and 


in the facred Style, trodden under Foot the Son 


of God, Heb. x. 29.—How is it poſſible they 
ſhould have any Satisfaction, in the T houghts 
of meeting him in the great Day? 4 4e6 


Whereas his true Diſciples, that have on 


the moſt rational Evidence embraced his 
Doctrine, and ſubmitted to his Government; 
who have loved him and kept his Command- 
ments ; having imbibed the Spirit of his Re- 
ligion, and in the ſacred Style, put on the Lord 
Feſus ; thus adorned with all the Graces and 


' Virtues of this Inſtitution, theſe have the 


Wedding-Garment on, and may wait his 
Coming with Joy. Being trained up in this 


holy Diſcipline, they are meet and prepared for 


the glorious Recompences of it, and may ex- 
85 that kind A — 2 * 
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Saints in Light, and we are ſaid to come then; 
to the general Aſſembly and Church of the 


Firſt- born, and to the Spirits of the Juſt that 


are made perfect; to render us meet for this, 


every one muſt be ſenſible, that a moſt hind : 


benevolent Temper, is abſolutely neceſſary. 
In thoſe calm Regions, the moſt perfect Love, 
and Unanimity reigns; no jarring Strings 


ſpoil the Harmony; no cruel Invectives and 


fierce Recriminations have any Place. All 
thoſe Luſts, that are the Source of them, 
Pride, Envy, and Malice, are entirely eradi- 
cated and baniſhed thence, and every ſocial 
Virtue is in its full Blow, and flouriſhes in 
all its Glory. How much muſt it therefore 
be our Duty and Intereſt, to accuſtom our- 


| ſelves to the ſame now, to ſoften our Minds 


into the greateſt Complaiſance and Good- 
will, and cultivate every tender Affection; 
to wear off all Unevenneſs in our Temper, 
and whatever is rough in our Manner ; that 
there may remain nothing moroſe, ſour, pee- 
viſh, or unfriendly about us; but that we ſtudy | 


toapprove ourſelves perfectly good-humour'd, 


mild, and kindly affectionate. Our Families 


and N eighbourhood ſhould teſtify this; and 


here we may give beautiful Specimens of it; 


otherwiſo we are not meet to be W 
with 
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With thoſe good-tempered charitable Spirits 
above; a Fiend from the burning Lake, 'r 
the great Incendiary himſelf might as ſoon be 
admitted, which would make even Heaven 

itſelf a nn 5 

I am ſenſible there is a Sort of religious 
Zeal, that has been made a Colour for very 
unhappy Contentions; but when we conſi- 
der that we know but in Part; where there 
is ſo little Light, tis Pity there ſhould be any 
ſach Heat ; any of that Fewiſh Spirit among 
the Sects of Chriſtians ; that Fondneſs 'for 
5 their own little Incloſures, now the old Par- 
9 tition- wall is taken down: And perhaps no- 
5 thing could contribute more to abate that 
Warmth, than to think it is not impoſſible, 
but we may find in the many Manſions, thoſe 
wide extended Territories, ſeveral ſincere En- 
quirers after Truth, that were in a different 
way of thinking from us (even in what we 
eſteem material Points.) For who art thou 
that judgeſt another? to his own Maſter he 
1 ſtands or falls. And if there is Reaſon then 
to think many who differ very widely now, 
will meet there; ſince they are both accepted. 
above, ſhould they not receiye one another 
mutually to Communion and Fellowſhip on 
Earth: For how: prepoſterous muſt it be, to 
be ſny of an Acquaintance in this World, that 
will make up the Wer of that which i is 
1 ſucceed it. wh. + ! which on the other 
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1 1 for Death, 


and cultivate here, that we may receive the 
preſent Advantage of it, and be better pre- 


pared to fall into it hereafuns': At leaſt, Who 


would not bluſh to think of going recking out 


of this World from any hot Diſpute ; with all 
that Fire and Paſſion, that muſt be wholly 
extinguiſhed, to make us capable of thoſe Re- 
ciprocations of Friendſhip and Endearment 
that obtain above? It ill becomes thoſe then, 

to fall out by the way, that expect to join 
Company at laſt. Beſides, as we are taught 
even now, to look upon ourſelves as Fellow- 


Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſe- 
hold of God ; to ſupport this Character we 


ſhould live like ſuch here, and anticipate all 


the ſweet Temper and Behaviour of that State, 
in order to fit us for it: We may then better 


expect the kind Offices of the good Angels 


to conduct us to it; who muſt be pleaſed to 


aſſociate to their Order, thoſe who carry ſome 
Reſemblance to themſelves, and are in this 
Way made meet for their fared Intercourſes 


and F ellowſhip. 


4.) As this Inheritance 3 is pte 1 Pet. 


5h 4. and Heaven is repreſented as a State of 
the greateſt Purity and Perfection; to be meet 


for it, neceſſarily implies the abſtaining from 
all fleſhly Luſts ; that we may become habi- 
tuated to the World of Spirits, and before- 
hand naturalized to the Taſtes and Manners 
of it: In the preſent Situation we are formed 


with 


* . 


* 
i 


and Fitneſs for Heaven. 1 9 
with ſeveral animal Senſations and Appetites, 


that are neceſſary, either for the Preſervation 
of the Individual, or the Species; ; and may 
be innocently indulged, as far as is conſiſtent 


with the good Order of Society, and the de- 


cent Accommodation of the Perſon : But 


when they engroſs all the Regard; and the 


Soul is only employed, in making Proviſion 
to fulfil the Luſts of the Fleſh ; it is too 
much immerſed therein, to eſcape out of it 
pure and undefiled. If we do but image it 
in this Situation (entirely taxen up with car- 


nal Gratifications, and at laſt removed under 


thoſe Impreſſions) torn away in a Debauch, 
with all that Tincture and foul Stain of Vice 


upon it; how deplorable is the Caſe? what a 


wretched Spectacle mult it yield in this Dreſs? 
when it goes out of the Body all polluted with 
the Steams of theſe ſordid Luſts and Paſſions ? 
How greatly indiſpoſed will it be for the En- 
tertainmentsof an intellectual and moral Kind, 


that ſuit only the Dignity of the human Na- 
ture, and muſt therefore make up the Happi- 
neſs of the future State? Here the Belly is 


made for Meats, and Meats for the Belly: 
But when both are deſtroyed, how will they 


ſubſiſt, who have made a God of it, and have 


no other Reliſh or Satisfaction left them ? 


The Children -of the Reſurrection neither 


marry, nor are given in Marriage ; all thoſe 
Relations ceaſe, and the Affections that ſup- 


port them: And if in this Inſtance, there is 


C 2 nothing 


20 Preparation for Death, 
nothing common with the other State; tis 
certain all criminal Gratifications of that kind, 
maſt be greatly out of Character with Regard 
to it, and place Men at the wideſt Diſtance 
from the Enjoyments there; I refer herein 
to all Indulgencies in Chambering and Wan- 
tonneſs, Riot and Exceſſes: We obſerve they 
now take away the Heart, deſtroy the Seeds 
of Virtue there, and unfit the Mind for every 
thing divine and heavenly ; upon which Ac- 
count they muſt naturally place Men under 
the greateſt Diſadvantages for another 'State. 


It is true, if it were a Mahometen Paradiſe 
that is placed before us, ſome Allowance 


might be made : But the Chriſtian Account 
excludes every thing that is carnal and defiling. 
An Imagination ſullied with ſuch Paſſions, is 


no way fit to be tranſlated to thoſe pure Re- 


gions. For this we know, that no Whoremon- 
ger, nor unclean Perſon, has any Inheritance in 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, and of God, Eph. v. 5. 


Nothing therefore can more become us, while 
we have theſe Hopes about us, and thoſe great 


and precious Promiſes made us, than to 
cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 


and Spirit; from all Exceſſes and Impurities, 
and Intemperance of every Kind. It is upon 


this Foot our Saviour gives that proper Cau- 


tion, Luke xxi. 34. Take heed to yourſelves, leſt 
at any time your Hearts be overcharged with 


Surfeiting and Drunkeneſs, and the — of this 


Tae; and d fo 1 that np. come upon you 1 UNAWAres. 
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Laſtly) 


earthly Things. 
of it, that doth not infinitely prefer i it to every 
other Thing. Where our Treaſure is, there 
will our Hearts be, To ſeek great Things 
for ourſelves therefore on Earth, to graſp at 
the Honours,” and amaſs the Wealth of this 
State, is only multiplying Bands and Fetters, 
that tie us down ſo much the faſter to this 
World, and indiſpoſe us for another. The 


ani Fitneſs for "MEN 21 


Laſtly) Heaven, as it is the everlaſting 
Inheritance of every good Man, immenſe as 


our Capacities, immortal as our Beings, to 
do Right to the ſuperior Excellence of it above 
all other Things, it muſt ſo far engroſs all our 


Attention, that we can no longer (conſiſtent 
with ſuch high Expectations) intenſely mind 
He is not meet, or worthy 


Careful and the Covetous, that riſe early and lie 
down late, and eat the Bread of Sorrow, only 
to add Houſe to Houſe, and Field to F ield, 


do but load themſelves with that thick Clay, 
which makes their Paſſage thro' Life more 
painful, and their Departure out of it diſ- 


quieting; for while they grovel thus among 
the Clods, and burrow deep in the Earth (as 


if they could find their Heaven there, and : 
turn theSerpent's Curſe into a Bleſſing, to feed 


on Duſt) they muſt be greatly unfit to ſoar 


on high. And when they muſt leave all and 
go, that Oy Attachment to theſe Things 
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all theſe Incumbrances on it, Bargains, Build- - 
ings, Settlements, Wills depending, long 
Schemes to be brought to bear, Acquiſitions 
to be made, Goods to be laid up : In all which 
I allude to the Caſe of the rich Man in the 


| Goſpel ; fo full of this World, every one 


mult be ſenſible, a Mind thus overloaded 
with the Cares of the preſent Life, muſt be 
greatly unfit for another. Our Saviour there- 


fore pronounced how hard it was for a rich 


Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
it is like a Camel paſſing thro' the Eye of a 
Needle. This was a proverbial Expreſſion | 
to image ſomething extremely difficult; not 


that it is not poſſible ; for another Parable 


lets us know, that a wiſe Steward (in which 
Character thoſe who have the greateſt Poſſeſ- 
ſions, can only eſteem themſelves) may make 


to himſelf a Friend of the Mammon of Un- 


righteouſneſs, may remit bis Eſtate before 
him, in Acts of Charity and Alms-deeds; 
that when he fails, they may receive him into 


the everlaſting Habitations.— And if we are 


but rich towards God in Faith and good 


Works, uſing this World for the Purpoſes it 


was defigned, providing Things honeſt in the 


Sight of all, for ourſelves, our Families, and 


Friends in our Paſſage thro it; and amidſt 
a quiet and contented Forecaſt, order all our 
Affairs with Diſcretion; at the ſame time, 
not loving the World too much, or the Things 


of it; * that the Faſhion of it paſſes 
| away, 


— 


and Fitneſs You Heaven. 23 


away, and that we have a better and more en- 
during Subſtance above; if we keep ourſelves 
thus diſengaged, we ſhall be at any time fit 
to go hence; we ſhall be eaſily unlooſed from 
the preſent World, and ready for a better, i. e. 
meet to partake of the Inherits lance of the Saints 
an Lig: N arty 1 


Thus, s my Brethren, you ſee 3 


and Duty of the Chriſtian Life, naturally de- 
duced from the Rewards of it. We are called 


only to qualify ourſelves for them; 0 be- 
come meet to receive the Inheritance of the Saints 


in Light, and we ſhall certainly be inveſted 
therein. This would lead me to quothes . 


Head of Diſeou re 


4) To repreſent the Obligations we are 
under to the Father of Lights from whom 
every good and perfect Gift comes, for what 
he has done in this Reſpect, or in order to 
it: From which it will appear how much 
Reaſon we have to thank God for the Diſpo- 


ſitions he has made for our future Happineſs. 


But it will be ſufficient to mention the fol- 
lowing Particulars. He has provided this In- 


heritance; it is our Father's good: Pleaſure 


to give us this. Kingdom. He has endowed 
us with a Capacity, and implanted that Thirſt 


after Immortalityg which he will take Care to 


_ fatisfy, in another State of Exiſtence, The 
Gift of God is eternal Life. T his he ſent 
33 2 3 
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24 Preparation for Death,” 


his Son into the World to reveal, 0 put out 
of all doubt in that he hath raiſed him from 


the Dead, as a Sort of Firſt-fruits, to give us 
Livery and Seiſin of this Inheritance, and ſe- 
cure us the Poſſeſſion. | 


By him he has alſo furniſhed us with ſuch 
Inſtructions for our Temper and Conduct, as 


are admirably fitted to prepare us for another 


Life; and he has promiſed his holy Spirit, the 


great Earneſt of our Inheritance, to ſeal us up 


to it; and to aid. us in the whe Courſe of 


Virtue. : 


What remains on our Part, hn that we re- . 


ceive not this Grace in vain; but that it may 
have a proper Effect on our Temper and Be- 
haviour, to make us meet for the future 


Happineſs. 
To be rich, great, and happy i in this World, 


| ſignifies very little ; but tis of theutmoſt Im- 


rtance to. be fitted for a bleſſed Exiſtence 


after this Life. If all our Hopes were to ter- 


minate with the preſent State, it were a very 
indifferent Thing how we were diſpoſed of; 
for a few Days and Vears would place us all 


on a Level; but now we have a certain Pro- 
ſpect of an Inheritance above, it cannot but 
demand our utmoſt Attention to become meet 
for it; and whatever our Hands find to do, 


in order to it, to do it with all our Might. 


I could repreſent every thing we doin Life, 
as having ſome Aſpect on a future State; the 
Culture of our Minds has a direct View to- 


wards 


. 


| and Fitneſs” for Heaven. = 
wards it; the Care of our Bodies is to render 
them purer Veſſels for the Sanctuary above; 


our different Employments may ſubſerve the 
Health of the one, and the Improvement of 
the other, in a dutiful Submiſſion to the good 
Providence of God, and in the Exerciſe of all 


ſocial Diſpoſitions. 


In ſhort, our Situation is a Kate of Prabe- 


You: to train us up for Heaven, It is that 
vhich ſhould fill our Thoughts and Views. 
And we can have no ſolid Contentment, till 


we find ourſelves meet for it. 
- It is what we may form a Proper Judgment 


of, if we lay our Hands on our Breaſts, and 
| fay often with ourſelves :' If I was called this 


Moment hence, how ſhould I be diſpoſed of ? 
I muſt be conſcious to the Temper of my 


Mind, and the Courſe of my Life. Will it 


place me under any Advantages for the fu- 


ture Happineſs ? Have I conſtantly a Senſe 


of the great Things of Religion on my nn 
and do I frequently revive it 

Is the Fear of God at all Times beſos: me, 
and. doth the Love of him dwell in me? By 


| holy Ejaculations do I keep: up a conſtant 


Commerce with Heaven? Is my Fellowſhip 


with the Father and the Son TSR to me * 


live, is it Chriſ | 
Doth my Heart glow with Good-will to 
Men, and am Lin perfect good Temper with 


all the World:? Have I a great Regard to Pu- 
WF and Holineſs, and a Juſt Indifference to 


-- * 0 


; D _ _ every 
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every T hing on Earth ? I am then prepared 
to leave it, and may ſmile on the opening 


Grave; for I am as ready for it, as it will 


ſoon be for me. I can carry my Views be- 


yond it, and look with Joy into the 'unſeen 


State, in Expectation of an Inheritance there 
that is undefiled, and fades not away. l 


Thus, my Brethren, ſhould we look upon 
this World, only as our Attiring-Room for a 


better; wherein we are to put on thoſe 
Habits, that will be our Wedding-Garment 


hereafter. And if we are but arrayed with 


them, before we lie down in the Duſt, we 


chall awake f in the Morning of the Reſur- 


action latichor with his pn. een 


Ls hw given you here a ſhort Summary | 


of your Duty, that has been placed in various 
Lights, and often repreſented to you, by your 


late worthy: Paſtor, whoſe Life was ſpent in 


your Service; and all whoſe Labours termi- 
nated in this, to prepare- you for that better 


World and. State, to which he is removed be- 


fore you. It may be expected I ſhould: give 


you thoſe Memoirs relating to him, which 


my long Acquaintance muſt render me ca 
ble of. As to the Family from which he 


was deſcended, I have ſeen it traced up with 
all the collateral Branches and Alliances for 
above two hundred Years, according to the 


Cuſtom of the ancient Britons, - - amongſt 


whoſe Princes the ** Madeck makes a 


— 


and Fitneſs. for Heabtn. 27 
eonſiderable Figure; to one of them, ſo early 
as the 12th Century, their Hiſtorians aſcribe 
the Diſcovery of America. But theſe Ge- 
nealogies (where they are not ſupported by 
real Merit, or improved to excite an Emula- 
tion to excel in Virtue,) are but a low Sort of 
Pedantry, and the "_ Inſtance of human 
Vanity. 
ne ſafficient W to Mr. Medeck, 
to. have a very learned Father, a Doctor of 
Phyfick, and (what is itſelf the higheſt Elo- 
gium on him) the great Sir {aac Newton's 
Friend. ® His firſt Years were ſpent in old 
Mr. Philip Henry's Family, where he was 
early formed to Piety, as well as inſtructed 
in good Literature. hs 1697 he went to 
Rathmel in Yorkſhire, where he began his 
Philoſophical Studies under the learned Mr. 
 Frankland, the moſt conſiderable Tutot of 
his Time; who in leſs than thirty Years edu- 
cated above three Hundred; + of whom I have 
a curious Lift in my Hands, and find fome 
. conſiderable Perſons who were Mr. Madeck's 

| Cotemporaries there; as the late Dr. Fohn 
Evans, Mr. Cook, Mr. Son of Harborough, 
Kc. who have left a fragrant Odour on their 
Names: The Reverend Mr. Murrey and Dr. 
9 Survivors. Bat Imuſt not omit the 
late worthy Mr. King, (who was of the ſame 
Family with the late Lord Chancellor) a Per- 
fon of a fine Genius and the moſt 28 Parts: 
n ene -  "_ 
* Vid. Spend. Ne I. + Vid. Append. Ne Il. 
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ſubterrantous Streams unheard, unknown. * * 


28 1 for Death, 


But too much reſembled Mr. Madock in an 
Exceſs of Kraus and the Affectation of 
Retirement. 

They both Finiſhed their Academical Courſe 


under Dr. Benion, who is juſtly repreſented by 


Mr. Henry, as the Glory of a Man. 
And as they were almoſt uniform in their 


Lives, they were not long diyided in their 
Deaths, having paſſed thro' the World like 


Mr. 


* — * 3 ie EE e BY 


* The fallowin . f a Letter 3 one r them, 


which came actidentally into my Hands, will give us 
the beft Idea of bath : . being made for the 
Deſhabille of Language, wherein they converſed, and 


the eaſy Flow of Thoughts, that did not wait the Dro 


of Wards, betwixt the moſt intimate Hfiai. 


Dear Sir, 


e in a Corner as I do — the receiving and 
much more the reading of your Letter, gave 


me that Pleaſure, which I have not often found and 


felt : It plainly ſhewed me the ſerious Temper with 


. which it was wrote, and led me to the like. How juſt 


and moving are the Reflections you make, and what a 
Scene have you brought me into, of paſt Times, Per- 


_ ſons, Places and Actions; which tho? 1 have often called 


to Mind, yet your Letter gave me the Occaſion, of a 


more ſpecial, and perhaps a more ſerious Recollection. 


I willingly travel with you to 4 Place where you 
conducted me, and where we have been heretofore, as 


Fellow- Scholars, F ellow- Students, and neighbouring Mi- 
niſters; and you'll eaſily imagine what a Multitude of 
Thoughts, ſuch an imaginary Journey would create; 

the Reſult of which is; let a gracious and bountiful 
God be nega for all the Blehnge, he has from Time 
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Fog 


and Fitneſs for Heaven. 29 

Mr. Madeck entered on the Miniſtry in the 
—— of Cheſter, where he had the 
Favour and Friendſhip of good Mr. Henry, 
to whom he was related; and who preſided 
at his Ordination: From thence about thirty- 


fix Years ago, he came to this Place, where 


he has ever ſince refided, in a worthy Fa- 
mily ; the Son of which was the late Mr. 
Bradſhaw of Kidderminſter, His tender on 
ſtitution confined him almoſt entirely at 
Home; tho he conſtantly performed the 
; publick Services of your Lord's Days himſelf. 
I find in his Papers that he burnt two hun- 
dred Sermons at once, the Texts of which 
he only preſerved ; apd by Reaſon. all his 
Diſcourſes were wrote in Characters, they 
could only be of Uſe to himſelf. 

His 


to Time, and Place and to Place, vouchſafed to unwor- 
thy Me, who have forfeited all of them, and been leſs 
than the leaſt ; and may a merciful God pardon my Ini- 
quity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin: I am perſuaded there is 
ſufficient Ground for the Obſervation you make, of the 
great Changes there have been, both as to Perſons and 
Things, and theſe both Civil and Ecclefiaftical, in our 
ſhort Time, and fince we had a Capacity of taking No- 
tice; ; and that God has not left himſelf without Wit- 
neſs in our Day by ſpecial and remarkable Diſpenſations 
of his Providence, how careful he is of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe and Intereſt, which, ſurely, ſurely is that of his 
dear Son's: Oh ! that we, and all that bear the Name of 
Proteſtants, were deeply {nfible of, and juſtly thankful 
for, ſuch diſtinguiſhing Bleflings— conſidering. what a 
Number we have of inconſiſtent Proteſtants, - but more 
_ Eſpecially the prevailing Libertiniſm of the preſent Age, 
both * and * how gloomy and threat- 

ning 


30 Preparation for Death, ; 
His Preaching was plain and eaſy,” and 


adapted to the Capacity of the meaneſt of 


his Auditory; and his Manner of Life (which 
came near the aſcetick Kind) was ſtill, quiet, 
and inoffenſive ; it cannot be admired that 
ſuch a ſedentary Courſe, diſpoſed him to the 

Stone (which is ſo often fatal on this Account 
to Students) but he ſupported the Pain with 


exemplary Patience, and decent Chearfulneſs 
in the Intervals. Till at laſt, after a ſevere 


Paroxyſm, (in a better Senſe than Hobbs in- 


tended, when he gives the Denomination of 


the true Ph:loſopher's Stone, to that which 
JJC >: :Cavers 


ning is the Appearance! who can forbear giving into 
ſome moral Prognoſtications, and making rational Con- 
jectures of what may be at the Door ? Surely ſuch as 
theſe, and a Multitude more that might be mentioned, 
are the Clouds that gather Darkneſs, and threaten us 
with a Tempeſt. We are now going into the War, 
and what heavy Drops of that bloody Shower may fall 


on us we know not. The Lord prepare us for every 


Event; and may we be found (whatever finds us, na- 
tional Profperity or Calamity) doing our Maſter's Will, 
I perceive by Your's ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, direct 
you Thoughts both upwards and downwards, and fet 

ath and Eternity before you ; a wiſe and good Im- 


, provement ! Lord, help me to make it as Iſkould ; and 


ſo teach me to number my Days, &c. for however pro- 


miſing and pleaſant publick Affairs might be, the Age I 


am of, the Decays I labour under, the Acquaintance and 
Friends, that are gone before, are all of them awaken- 
ing and quickening Memento's ; and may they be ef- 
ſectual Monitors. How ſafe and happy arc our Friends 
above! Oh! that we were with them! Oh! that we 


were fit to be ſo ! I think I was never more lick of the 


World, than I am now. But it is more eaſy to be 


weary 


- 
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and Fitneſs for Heaven. 31 
covers the Grave.) This anſwered all that 
Character to good Mr. Madocł, when it 


brought him to it; for it changed all the 
Ills of the n Life, into the Fi 


of another. 


Jo which G od of his 2 te Mercy 


bring Us, Kc. 


weary of this World, and indifferent to it, than well 


prepared for another, by a thorough Spirituality of Mind, 
and a ſtrong Deſire towards God. Oh! when ſhall my 
poor Soul” be in this nn and bleſſed Frame ? 
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V 
HE following LETTER, which has 
ſeveral Vears lain by me, under Sir 
Isaac NEwTOx's own Hand, at the ſame 
Time that it juſtifies the Account of Dr. 
Madock, gives us a great Idea of Sir IsAac; 
for we learn from it, that no Biaſs from Friend- 
1 the Beauty of Theorems, drawn up 
in his own Way by an excellent Mathemati- 
cian, could induce him to admit any Thing 
into his Doctrine of Light and Colours, which 
was not ſupported by Experiments. 
For his Honoured Friend Jeſbua Madeck, 
Doctor of Phyfick, at his Houſe in 
. © Whitchurch in Shropſhire. 
Vir digniſſime, 
FPecimina illa optica que pro bumanitate 
tua ad me nuper miſiſti; tantam in bis 
rebus peritiam oftendunt, ut non poſſim quin 


| doleam incertitudinem principiorum quibus 


omnia innituntur. Etenim queri foteſt, an 


Ant in rerum natura radii tenebrofi, &, fi 
int, an radii illi, ſecundum aliam Legem 


refringi debeant, quam radii lucis. Defectu 
experientiæ, neſcio prorſus quid de his prin- 
cipiis ſentiendum fit, Neque buic diſſicultati 
5 — M | tollende, 
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 tollende, quam & tute ipſe indigitaſti facile 
adfuerit Tyberius. At poſitis ejuſmod: radits, 


und cum lege refructionis quam tu aſſumis, 
cetera reef). fe habent ; neque propoſitiones 
tantim utiles ſunt ac demonſtrati ones artifi- 
cioſe, ſed, & quod majus eſt, omnia nova pro- 


forms, que opticam, altera ſui parte, auctura 
fant, fi modo defectus experientie in ftabiliendis 


principiis tuis aliguo demùm mods ſuppleri poſſit. 
Interim, quod me meditationum tuarum per- 
quam. ſubtilium * feeri Aignatns 5 
ae ago. Pak! fri 


Tui fudiofifimus, 


Feb. 70 1673. Is Newron 


Ti N. IT. 1 5 
HE CATALOGUE annexed, _ been 
defired by fome that were educated there, 


and may be acceptable to others whoſe F riends 


were; for many of thoſe young Lights are now 


ſet as to us, but will ſhine out again in the 


Firmament above. 


However, it is a proper Apology for the Diſ- 


ſenting Academies and. Seminaries of good 


Literature; when it is obſerved what excel- 
lent Characters they have produced; and in 
the Zewiſh Idiom, How many Streams from 


one F ountamn made gad the City of God. 
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